
Volkswagen Fox - vehicle battery discharged

Data sheet

Manufacturer Volkswagen

Vehicle model FOX

Engine 1.2i

Engine code CHFB

Year of manufacture 2005 to 2011

Symptoms Vehicle battery discharged, engine cannot be
started

Recommended HGS tool megamacsX

 Important safety information

Battery of vehicle electrical system is not being
charged because of a defective earth cable

With the above-mentioned vehicle type, it is possible that the vehicle electrical system battery is
completely discharged and it is no longer possible to start the engine. If the above-mentioned fault
arises, a possible cause could be a faulty earth cable.

Loose or oxidised earth connections often cause malfunctions in electrical and electronic
components, especially in components outside the vehicle interior. A defect in the vehicle earth,
for example because of a heavily oxidised earth cable, can result in the alternator not charging the
vehicle electrical system battery sufficiently, causing the latter to discharge even when the engine
is running as a result of the consumers being switched on.

In the course of further troubleshooting, the voltage generated by the alternator under load, i.e.
with consumers such as high beam, rear window heating and seat heating switched on, should be
checked with a suitable measuring device.



To this end, the positive terminal of the measuring device can be connected to the positive
terminal of the alternator and the negative terminal to the negative terminal of the vehicle electrical
system battery. Approx. 14 V should be measurable here. Then connect the earth terminal of the
measuring device to the housing of the alternator and the positive terminal to the battery positive
terminal. Approx. 14 V should also be measurable here. If significantly lower voltages, for example
12.8 V, are measured during the latter measurement, this may indicate a faulty earth connection.

The next step in troubleshooting is to check all earth connections for cleanliness, corrosion and
to see that they are firmly seated. If abnormalities are detected when checking the connections,
replacing, repairing or cleaning the affected component can remedy the problem.

Once the cause of the fault has been rectified, delete the error memory and then carry out a test
drive.

 Please note

Please always follow the repair instructions from the vehicle manufacturer when carrying
out such work!

Reprinting, distribution, reproduction, exploitation in any form whatsoever or disclosure of the
contents of this document, even in part, is prohibited unless our express permission has been
obtained in writing beforehand and the source is stated. The schematic illustrations, pictures and
descriptions are provided for explanatory purposes and are only intended as a visual supplement
to the document text, so they cannot be used as the basis for installation or assembly work. All
rights reserved.


