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HELLA produces its ten-millionth 24 GHz radar sensor and con-
tinues its success story 

Start of production for the fourth generation beginning in mid-2017  

Lippstadt, August 18, 2016. The light and electronics expert HELLA has been produc-

ing radar sensors in the 24 GHz narrow-band range for more than a decade. A few 

days ago, the ten-millionth sensor left the electronics plant in Hamm, Germany.  

HELLA put its first generation of 24 GHz radar sensors into series production back in 

2005. The sensor systems are ideal for applications that have since become standard 

functions, such as blind spot detection, lane change assistants and rear-facing parking 

assistance. To accomplish these tasks, the sensor records the speed, angle and dis-

tance information for objects in an area up to 70 meters away. Then it evaluates the 

information. Today, HELLA is by his own account the market leader in 24 GHz narrow-

band sensors. 15 OEMs have chosen the company as their supplier, resulting in more 

than 120 vehicle series being outfitted with this radar technology at present. "We are 

continuously developing radar technology based on 24 GHz," says Carsten Roch, Head 

of Driver Assistance Systems at HELLA. "The fourth generation of 24 GHz radar is go-

ing into global production in mid-2017."  

The fourth generation of radar sensors will offer enhanced safety functions. In addition 

to the standard functions mentioned above, the latest generation of radar will include 

features such as exit assist. This allows early detection of dangerous situations (such 

as a car passing by) and the passengers in the vehicle can be warned. But enhancing 

functions is not the only focus for the new sensor. HELLA is developing the 24 GHz 

radar sensors based on a modular platform approach, meaning development is in con-

junction with 77 GHz radar sensors, which are also new. One thing that 77 GHz radar 

technology makes possible is scanning the area around the vehicle in detail, even 

nearby. This opens up the opportunity of developing more innovative safety and comfort 

functions. The new sensors are the result of collaboration with InnoSenT GmbH, which 

has been a partner of HELLA since 2005 and has been developing radar products ex-

clusively for and with the company since June 2016. Thanks to the modular platform 
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approach with a virtually identical sensor design and the use of the same standard op-

erating software, automobile manufacturers can replace the sensors in a vehicle with 

minimal cost and effort. They also have the flexibility to adapt the driver assistance sys-

tems in use based on the requirements and requests from their customers. For deciding 

where the sensors are best positioned in the car, HELLA supports its customers with 

computer-assisted simulations that have been continuously developed and expanded 

over the years. "24 GHz and 77 GHz products are not mutually exclusive. The 24 GHz 

narrow-band technology is not subject to any regulatory limitations, allowing for use 

anywhere in the world. In addition, the technology's price advantage is of great interest 

for smaller vehicle segments," says Carsten Roch. The fourth generation of radar based 

on 24 GHz technology is letting HELLA continue on the path to its goal of making driver 

assistance systems available for the mass market as well.  

Please note:  

This text can also be found in our press database at: www.hella.com/press 

HELLA KGaA Hueck & Co., Lippstadt: HELLA is a global, family-owned company, listed on 
the stock exchange, with approx. 34,000 employees at over 125 locations in more than 35 coun-
tries. The HELLA Group develops and manufactures lighting technology and electronic compo-
nents and systems for the automotive industry and also has one of the largest retail organiza-
tions for automotive parts, accessories, diagnostics, and services within Europe. Complete vehi-
cle modules, air-conditioning systems, and vehicle electrical systems are also produced in joint 
venture companies. With more than 6,000 people working in research and development, HELLA 
is one of the most important innovation drivers on the market. In addition, with sales of EUR 6.4 
billion in fiscal year 2015/2016, the HELLA Group is one of the top 40 automotive suppliers in 
the world and one of the 100 largest German industrial companies. 
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